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INFORMATION SECURITY CONTROLS 
Statement 

HON WILSON TUCKER (Mining and Pastoral) [6.21 pm]: I would like to take this opportunity to resume the 
remarks I made in non-government business time two weeks ago because I ran out of time during that debate. 
There are a few points I would like to re-emphasise. To quickly refresh members’ minds on the discussion we 
were having, the main focus of the motion was the lack of data privacy laws in Western Australia. We do not have 
a uniform data privacy act in this state and we are the only jurisdiction in Australia that does not have an act or 
any regulations or uniform rules in place. 
I touched on some of the history of this issue two weeks ago. In 2007, the need for data privacy legislation in this 
state was raised. As a result, a previous WA Labor government brought forward the Information Privacy Bill 2007. 
That bill was not successful. In 2017, this government undertook a drafting and consultation process for a new 
bill for a data privacy act. Since then, there has been some consultation. Off the back of that consultation, in 
September 2021, a summary report was produced. As I indicated a couple of weeks ago, there were some really 
good points in that summary report. The summary report made mention of GDPR, which is the European Union 
General Data Protection Regulation. It is the shiny gold star of data privacy legislation in Europe predominantly that 
puts the onus on the user around data privacy use and also has opt-in and opt-out provisions. Those are all good bits. 
The point I would like to emphasise is the timing of this bill. I will read a few passages from the Privacy and responsible 
information sharing for the Western Australian public sector: What we heard—consultation summary report — 

The WA Government is committed to introducing Privacy and Responsible Information Sharing legislation. 
At this time, the WA Government is keenly focussed on the response to the COVID-19 pandemic, and 
ensuring the recovery of the WA economy. 
The WA Government will continue the legislative part of this initiative when appropriate. In the interim, 
the WA Government will continue its work to be a more effective and trusted user of information. 

The pandemic was used as a bit of a smokescreen to delay the passage of this legislation. That is a legitimate point. 
Obviously, members of cabinet and the government had their hands busy throughout the pandemic. 
The discussion paper goes on to say — 

While some legislation regulates the use of confidential information and offer some privacy protections 
to individuals in particular circumstances, these operate in an ad hoc and sometimes inconsistent manner. 
Introducing a comprehensive privacy framework to regulate the way the WA public sector collects, uses, 
discloses and handles personal information will address this. 

There has been an acknowledgement and a concession by the WA government that data privacy regulation is needed 
in this state. Currently, we are operating in a siloed environment with agencies in the public sector using basically 
ad hoc rules, as the summary report mentioned, between agencies. There is no uniform approach for how information 
is categorised and how that information is effectively shared between agencies. 
Since this summary report came out, there have been four high-profile data breaches in Western Australia. There 
have been over 13 since the legislation was first drafted back in 2017. In the government’s own words in the 
summary report — 

High profile data breaches have caused people to become wary of trusting Government and other 
organisations with their personal information because breaches of privacy can have a serious and significant 
impact on people’s lives. 

I could not have said it better. They are the government’s own words in the summary report. It comes down to 
a question of trust. We know that trust is easily lost and hard to get back. Since September 2021, when the government 
acknowledged that people were losing faith in institutions, when there was an erosion of trust by the public in the 
government, there have been four high-profile data breaches. The question I ask the chamber is: do members think 
that the public trusts the government more since those data breaches have occurred? I think we all know the answer. 
We have had a pandemic. There has been a general distrust of public institutions, and that has not been helped by 
a lack of data privacy laws and high-profile breaches, including the SafeWA data breach that we are all familiar with 
when the Premier said one thing and the Commissioner of Police and the police department said something else. 
We are moving out of the pandemic, which is obviously good news. These days, cabinet probably has better things 
to worry about than the case numbers. I believe that the government is trying to get through a significant amount 
of legislation. That leads to the question of when we can expect to see this legislation. The Minister for Regional 
Development, filling in for the Minister for Innovation and ICT during that debate, made some comments. The 
minister gave us some concessions and a breakdown of what the government is doing in this space, but we did 
not get a time line or an indication of when we can expect this legislation. The minister did not share the day, 
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the week, the month or even the year. There was no indication at all. I am asking for an indication of when we can 
expect this legislation. I know that a lot of jostling happens in cabinet and that there are various government 
priorities. I am not expecting to be told a specific day, week or even month, but I would like a general indication 
of when we can expect this legislation enacted in Western Australia, because every day that it is not brought to the 
Parliament is another opportunity for a data breach and therefore the further erosion of trust by the public in our 
public institutions. 
I will keep banging the war drum and asking when we can expect the legislation, because I think it is important. It 
is overdue and the smokescreen of the pandemic as a legitimate reason for not bringing this legislation forward is 
no longer applicable. I will continue to ask that question.  
 


	INFORMATION SECURITY CONTROLS
	Statement


